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MOSCOW, September 12 (RIA Novosti) - An article published in a British newspaper 
Wednesday has called Russia's testing of a new thermobaric bomb, Moscow's response 
to U.S. plans to deploy a missile defense system in Central Europe.  

The Guardian said Russian statements concerning the development of the world's most 
powerful non-nuclear weapon, dubbed the "father of all bombs," were made "at a time 
of growing tension between Russia and the West."  

Russia announced the testing of the new bomb on its state-run Channel One television 
station Tuesday night, stating that the device was four times more powerful than the 
U.S. "mother of all bombs" thanks to a new, highly efficient type of explosives.  

The Guardian also said the "series of war games with China and four other central Asian 
states," along with Russia's resumed strategic nuclear bombers patrols were "designed 
to show the country's resurgent military power and the emergence of new regional 
alliances outside NATO."  

The Guardian quoted Sergei Rogov, director of the Russian Academy of Science's U.S. 
and Canada Institute, as saying that, "Relations could sink into a serious crisis in a few 
years," and "domestic and political factors will aggravate the situation rather than help 
overcome the differences."  

The air-delivered thermobaric bomb uses a fuel-air explosive and can create 
overpressures equal to an atomic bomb, said Alexander Rukshin, deputy chief of the 
General Staff of the Russian Armed Forces.  

"It is environmentally friendly, compared to a nuclear bomb, and it will enable us to 
ensure national security, and at the same time stand up to international terrorism in 
any part of the globe and in any situation," he said.  

He stressed that the bomb does not violate any of the international agreements that 
Russia has signed.  

While the U.S. bomb is equivalent to 11 tons of TNT, the Russian one is equivalent to 
44 tons of regular explosives. The Russian weapon's blast radius is 990 feet, twice as 
big as that of the U.S. design, the report said.  

 

Russia 

Russia flexes muscles with 
"father of all bombs" - 
Guardian 

20:08 | 12/ 09/ 2007

For more information in Russian  
 

  
ONLINE NEWS 
OPINION & ANALYSIS 
WORLD 
RUSSIA 
BUSINESS 
SPORTS 
SOCIETY 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGIES 
CULTURE 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 
IMAGE GALLERIES 
VIDEO  
INFOGRAPHICS 
RUSSIA'S STATE SYMBOLS 
OFFICIAL RUSSIA 
  

  topics 

 
  more 

  
RIA NOVOSTI 
PHOTOSERVICE 
FEEDBACK 
REFERENCE 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 

Putin's last live Q&A session as 
president

Putin visits Iran

Sarkozy visits Russia

Parliamentary elections in Ukraine 

Sukhoi SuperJet 100 

U.S. missile shield plans in Europe

other topics  

Page 1 of 2RIA Novosti - Russia - Russia flexes muscles with "father of all bombs" - Guardian

19/10/2007http://en.rian.ru/russia/20070912/78404220.html

Nick
Highlight



other articles 

Image galleries 

send by e-mail  back to main page  

15:59 21/09/2007 Russia to boost Ground Forces air defense - commander

21:55 11/09/2007 Russia tests world's most powerful vacuum bomb 

20:29 22/08/2007 Second Topol-M ICBM battalion to go on combat duty by year-end -1

13:30 14/08/2007 Russia strategic aviation holds exercise over Pacific, Atlantic

 

Russian strategic bombers  
More than 50 strategic and long-range bombers are involved in a major 
exercise that began Tuesday.Tu-160 Blackjacks, Tu-95MS Bears and Tu-
22M3 Backfires would fly above the Arctic and Pacific oceans and the 
Black and Caspian seas.  
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